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Pivotal moment in our nation’s history

Zero Tolerance laws passed in 28 states
19 states passed anti-bullying laws
Over $10 billion spent nationwide on “airport-like” security

Little evidence that these measures led to significantly safer schools

Federal funding initially allocated for prevention efforts have been
dramatically cut in recent years

Overemphasis by schools on an “outside-in” approach
Not enough emphasis on a complementary, “inside-out” approach

Failure to integrate violence-prevention strategies and social-
emotional skills development programs and curricula into a school's
larger goals, culture and climate




An increase in the percentage of students who did not go to school
because of safety concerns between 1999-2007

National School Safety Center’s report on School Associated Violent
Deaths (2009) shows no clear trend up or down from 1999-2009

Between 1993-2005, 7-9% of students threatened or injured with a
weapon—no clear trend for improvement

No significant change between 2001-2006 in percentage of students
who had been in a physical fight

From 2000-2005, a 50% increase in youth who were victims of online
harassment
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Current State of Bullying

36% of students reported being in a physical fight one or more times
during the previous 12 months (12.4% on school property)

28% of 12-18 year old students reported having been bullied at
school during the previous 6 months

Between 9-34% of youth have been victims of electronic aggression
(or “cyber bullying”)

Overall it conveys good information that will keep you informed, and
basically to validate the importance of security for your organization

You will likely find that much of the findings contained within the
survey coincide with many of the recommendations previously issued
by Marsh

Feel free to use the information as you see fit to inform other
stakeholders within your organization
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Which one incident has had the greatest impact on
your campus/district’s safety and security? (cont.)

= The Virginia Tech/Northern lllinois mass shootings were cited by 78
- percent of higher education respondents as being the incidents that
had the most impact an safety and security on college campuses. Al
other options, including Columbine, received 6 percent or less of
college and university respondents’ votes.

By contrast, the Columbine tragedy was cited by 63 percent of K-12
survey respondents as the incident that had the greatest impact on
their campus or district safety and security. Thirteen percent
indicated a “local incident/event” had the greatest effect, while 8
percent said 9/11 impacied their safety and security the most. Five
percent indicated Virginia Tech/Northern lllincis, 3 percent indicated
Beslan and 1 percent indicated Hurricane Katrina.
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History in the Industry?

I Did you work in the K-12/university industry
when Columbine occurred in April 1999?
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Overall, is your campus safer now than it was

before the Columbine tragedy?
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Powers of Prevention

The shooter sees himself as extremely marginal in the social worlds
that matter to him

He has cultural scripts that suggest an armed attack may be the only
way to solve problems and elevate his status from that of a loser to a
notorious antihero

Parents, schools, mental-health services, and other “surveillance
systems” have failed to identify the troubled teenagers

Guns and other weapons are easily obtained

Conditions at colleges and universities are more exacerbating
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Powers of Prevention

Think carefully about children’s demand for privacy

Do not lie to protect your child

Follow through with due process, no matter who is involved
If the school is concerned about your child, pay attention

Eliminate easy access to gun
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Powers of Prevention

Assume threats are serious until proven otherwise
Anyone can stop a school shooting

Recognize possible rehearsals for attacks
Punishment is not prevention

Know the limits of physical security
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Resources

Peter Langman “Why Kids Kill: Inside the Minds of School Shooters”,
published by Palgrave Macmillan, New York, NY, 2009

Katharine S. Newman “Rampage: The Social Roots of School
Shootings”, 2004

Lynn A. Addington “American Behavioral Scientist”
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Contact Information

Jean Demchak

Global Education and Public Entity Leader
Marsh, Inc.

One State Street

Hartford, CT 06103

860 723 5635

jean.demchak@marsh.com
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Thank you.
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