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Data can help answer some of the tough 
questions facing higher education

Why is the college going 
rate of high school 
graduates dropping?

How will my state be 
impacted by the 
enrollment cliff?

What is the impact of 
dual enrollment & 
concurrent enrollment?

Is a college degree worth 
the expense and debt?

Are college degrees 
aligned with my state’s 
workforce needs?



Profiling six sources of data

SLDS

BLS

NSC

IPEDS

CS

Census

Statewide Longitudinal Data System 

Bureau of Labor Statistics

National Student Clearinghouse
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System

College Scorecard

U.S. Census PSEO





National Trend in the Number of High School Graduates

15% decline 
between 2025 
and 2029

Current 
Date



Projected Changes in Iowa High School Graduates from 2022
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WICHE:
Predicted 
change in 
high 
school 
graduates 
by state 
 
2019 - 2037



Why is the college-going rate of high school 
graduates dropping?

SLDS
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NSC



NSC



Dual Enrollment
SLDS



Dual Enrollment
SLDS



SLDS



U.S. Census 
Bureau’s
Post-
Secondary 
Employment 
Outcomes 
(PSEO)



U.S. Census 
Bureau’s
Post-
Secondary 
Employment 
Outcomes 
(PSEO)

Includes Colleges & Universities from 
37 States



CensusMedian Earnings 10-years after Degree



Retaining 
graduates
in Iowa 
with jobs

Census



Census



Aligning Majors to Occupations: CIP to SOC
BLS



U.S. Census 
Bureau
American 
Community 
Survey (ACS)
Iowa PUMS

Occupations & 
Industries for Iowans 
with a bachelor’s 
degree in Philosophy 
& Religious Studies

Census



Census



ROI: Georgetown Center for Education & the Workplace

IPEDSCensus CS



U. of Texas System: Minimum Economic Return
IPEDSCensus CS



Census



Census

CS

NSC

CS



Questions?
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