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What does a college degree provide and is it worth 
the investment?

• College sticker prices continue to climb

• Students and parents want evidence that the time and expense of college 
will provide good returns

• States worry about investing in students who might leave

• Increasing pressure on colleges to report outcomes data (e.g., Iowa House 
File 135)



Existing option: Matching college graduates to 
state workforce data

• Unemployment Insurance (UI) wage data

• Does not include self-employed, stay at home parents, federal employees

• Industry but not occupation

• In-state only (wages and location)

• SSN required

• Lose control of data



Existing Option:
U.S. Dept of Ed’s 
College Scorecard

• IRS wage data
• Wages 1 year after graduation 

(added years 2, 3, 4 recently)
• Only for recipients of Title IV 

Federal financial aid (54.5%)
• Includes debt of graduates
• Data reported by colleges 

directly to the U.S. 
Department of Education

• Does not track graduate 
location

• Top down approach



https://seekut.utsystem.edu/



• National Unemployment 
Insurance wage data

• Wages 1, 5, & 10 years after 
graduation

• Does not include self-employed 
or less-than-full-time employed

• Adding IRS data soon
• Geographic regions where grads 

work
• Industries where graduates are 

employed
• Grassroots effort
• All matched data are public
• No cost

US Census Post-Secondary 
Employment Outcomes 

Explorer (PSEO)



https://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/pseo_experimental.html











Top Mechanical Engineering Wages Top Teacher Prep Wages

Role of Geography in Wages













Where are Bachelor’s degrees in Education employed 
5 years after graduation?

University of Iowa



Where are Bachelor’s degrees in Education employed 
5 years after graduation?

University of Northern Iowa





Census PSEO Recap

• Rapidly expanding grassroots effort

• Shows graduate wages, industry, and job location over time

• Shows the percent employed in state

• Working to create dedicated funding (Strada, Federal funding)

• Shows good wages for graduates

• Relatively little difference in wages between colleges

• Data instead of anecdotes



Questions or Comments?
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